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INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-OO SCA-01 L-03 H-02 DHA-02 
/019 W 

290436Z 013079 /63 

R 281925Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 
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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CASC, BL 

SUB J : AMERICAN PRISONERS - PROPOSAL FOR U.S. HOSPITALIZATION 
OF MENTALLY ILL PRISONERS 

1 . PROFESSOR BALDWIN HAS SENT ME A COPY OF 24 USC 321, 

ET. SEQ., DEALING WITH HOSPITALIZATION OF MENTALLY ILL 
NATIONALS RETURNED FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES. I WOULD APPRE- 
CIATE IT IF THE DEPT WOULD REVIEW THAT SECTION AND INFORM 
SU WHETHER WE MAY BE AUTHORIZED TO MAKE A REQUEST TO THE 
GOB TO SUSPEND PROCEEDINGS SO AS TO PERMIT THE U.S. TO 
REPATRIATE PRIOSONERS TO U.S. FEDERAL HOSPITALS WHO ARE SO 
MENTALLY ILL THAT THEY CANNOT STAND TRIAL. THE MENTALLY ILL 
PRISONERS MIGHT BE INTERNED AT ST. ELIZABETH S IN WASHINGTON 
IF THE GOB WERE TO RESPOND FAVORABLY. 

2. I HAVE NO IDEA WHETHER THE GOB WILL RESPONS FAVORABLY 
BUT WILL NOT KNOW UNLESS WE ASK. IF MENTALLY ILL PRISONERS 
HAVE TRAVEL FUNDS THEN TRANSPORTATION TO U.S. WOULD BE AT 
THEIR ACCOUNT. A DEA AGENT COULD ACCOMPANY THEM TO THE 
U.S. IF THE GOB WISHES WE MIGHT OFFER TO PAY FOR A 
BOLIVIAN POLICE ESCORT FROM LA PAZ TO THE FEDERAL HOSPITAL. 

3. I DO NOT KNOW HOW WE WOULD DEAL WITH THE SITUATION 
ARISING IF THE PRISONER-PATIENT RECOVERED AND WAS ABLE 
TO STAND TRIAL. THE DEPT MAY WISH TO FOCUS ON THAT 
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